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WHY |S FDI IMPORTANT? {23 FDI Center

8.7 M 3 M

| |
8.7 million U.S. workers are 3 million U.S. workers at U.S workers at international
employed by international international companies earn companies make $92K annually,
companies across America their living in the 7 percent higher than the
manufacturing sector, 22 economy-wide
percent of all manufacturing average

jobs in the country

Source: Global Business Alliance
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https://globalbusiness.org/our-members-impact/creating-high-quality-u-s-jobs/

WHY |S FDI IMPORTANT?

- , workers in North Carolina are employed as a result
HIGH-QUALITY 347,100 workers in North Caroli ployed |
JOBS of international investment.

141,200 workers in North Carolina - 41 percent of all FDI jobs in the state -
MANUFACTURING are in the manufacturing sector.

GLOBALLY Among all international employers, those from the United Kingdom, the
Netherlands and Germany support the largest number of jobs in North

CONNECTED  carolina.

MANY
EMPLOYERS

INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT CONTRIBUTES TO NORTH CAROLINA'S ECONOMY

North Carolina vs. Its Neighbors North Carolina vs. USA From 2018 to 2023,
FDI Jobs as a % of Total Employment FDI Jobs as a % of Total Employment North Carolina’s FDI employment...

7.0%

ﬂ A e

5.0% while the state’s overall
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Private-sector employment
e S, Average = North Carolina

North Carolina beats the national
average in its portion of jobs 80/0
supported by international
investment.

1,432 international employers have operations in North Carolina.
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https://globalbusiness.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/North-Carolina.pdf

WHY |S FDI IMPORTANT? {23 FDI Center

« Job creation » Greater competition

 Talent attraction  Contribution to economic and social goals
« Higher salaries * Know-how and innovation

» Workforce training » Economic diversification

 Career opportunities * Integration with global value chains
 Capital inflows  Regulatory reform

« Local spending » Improved business environment

« Exports * Political stability

« Tax revenue  Image and “brand”

* Not all FDI is equally beneficial

« Locations should clearly define why they want to attract FDI
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FDI GLOBALLY HAS SLOWED SIGNIFICANTLY {23 FDI Center

FDI and GVCs lost pace with trade and GDP growth around 2010 o :
D). tracle and GOP trends. mdexed 2010 — 100 FDI has barely increased over the past 10 years

« Competition for FDI has intensified

2020s
1990s 2000s 2010s 2020s
(2= FDI: 16% FDI: 8% FDI: 0% FDI: 2%
g Trade: 6% Trade: 9% Trade: 3% Trade: 8%
o GDP: 4% GDP: 7% GDP: 3% GDP: 5%
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Source: UNCTAD
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UNCERTAINTY IS HOLDING INVESTMENT BACK {23 FDI Center

World Uncertainty Index (WUI): Global
Index. GDP weighted average. January 2008 to January 2026

Print Excel Copy
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Source: https://worlduncertaintyindex.com/
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TARIFFS ARE CONTRIBUTING TO UNCERTAINTY

Chart 3.5 Trade coverage of new other trade and trade-related measures affecting
imports identified in each period (not cumulative) in USD billion, May 2012 to

November 2025
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https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news25_e/tmg20_13nov25_196_e.htm

TARIFFS ARE CONTRIBUTING TO UNCERTAINTY

Figure 3: Primary Current Business Challenges, Q4 2025

Trade uncertainties (e.g., actual or proposed tariffs, trade negotiations
uncertainty)

Rising health care/insurance costs

Weaker domestic economy and sales to U.S. customers
Increased raw material costs

Attracting and retaining a quality workforce

Unfavorable business climate (e.qg., taxes, regulations)
Supply chain challenges

Weaker global growth and slower export sales
Strengthened U.S. dollar relative to other currencies
Transportation and logistics costs

Other (please specify)

Challenges with access to capital or other forms of financing

|, 7. 11%
., 70.17%
N, G0.92°%
[, 5o .24%
I, S 1.65%
I, 27 82%

I, 30.25°%

I, 25 .09%

I 11.76%

I 1o.75%

B 5.04%

B 462%

Note: Respondents were able to check more than one response, therefore, responses exceed 100%.
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THE US ADMINISTRATION IS COMMITTED TO ATTRACTING FDI 3 Foi center

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

GALLERY LIVESTREAM INVESTMENTS SAVE AMERICA WH WIRE CONTACT

THE TRUMP EFFECT

Since President Donald J. Trump returned to office, his America
First economic policies have sparked trillions of dollars in new
investment in U.S. manufacturing, technology, and infrastructure.

A ANDURIL DAaMAC B EATIOs @OpenAl Syngene @Ts Johnsong Johnson ECP Ooracie SoftBank GE Aerospace cmj:csm DIAGEO

CONDUCTOR
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/investments/

THE US ADMINISTRATION IS COMMITTED TO ATTRACTING FDI 3 Foi center

THE WHITE HOUSE “Welcoming foreign

mhmmerer investment...will be a key part
NEWS GALLERY LIVESTREAM INVESTMENTS SAVE AMERICA WH WIRE CONTACT of America’s Golden Age...
Investment by United States
allies and partners can create
hundreds of thousands of jobs
and significant wealth for the
X PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS United States. Our Nation is
committed to maintaining the

America FirSt InveStment POHCY strong, open investment

environment that benefits our

The White House February 21,2025

economy and our people”.
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/america-first-investment-policy/

FDI'INTO THE US APPEARS STRONG

Trump FDI tracker | How do they compare?
Running total of foreign direct investment across presidencies

Projects [Re:T:LNEET1))]

. J. Biden
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https://www.fdiintelligence.com/content/75a6a84c-87b7-40b2-a477-03a6baf58437

WILL ANNOUNCEMENTS TRANSLATE INTO RESULTS?

Some countries will struggle to fulfill their investment
pledges to President Trump

Country investment pledges, in billions of dollars, and ability to pay, by size of pledge and how
they could finance it

Percent of pledge country can afford

800% ; .
. Pledged amount: $200bn
700% t
$350
600% $550
500% $¢7 ‘
400%
300%
200%
100% r = Can afford pledged amount = = === == = = = = = = = = =
0%
Switzerland iOUth Bahrain Japan Taiwan
orea

Source: Peterson Institute for International Economics
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https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economics/2026/america-first-investment-pledges-big-numbers-uncertain-results

RESULTS DIFFER ACROSS SECTORS AND COUNTRIES

Trump’s tariffs are already
spurring Japanese companies to
shift more production to the U.S.

P

Exclusive: German investments in US
nearly halved in Trump's first year back,
report shows

By Rene Wagner and Maria Martinez

Januar y 19, 2026 4:19 PM CMT+1 - Updated January 19, 2026
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https://fortune.com/2025/09/29/trump-tariffs-japan-trade-deal-fdi-reshoring-manufacturing-production/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/german-investments-us-nearly-halve-trumps-first-year-back-report-shows-2026-01-19/

COMPETITION FOR QUALITY FDI' IS GLOBAL {23 FDI Center

“Pure” IPAs International promotion  Privately funded Other entities
(FDI attraction only) (multiple mandates) (partly or fully)

Il Since 1978 -

h e BUSINESS ONE{ W
. FINLAND COLUMBUS  ™NGERMED(

Netherlands For Partners for Regional Growth & Prosperity

Investment Agency

- "
(R ENE N

Investissement . T
MVEST Ouébec A INTERSECT|“|nO|S 2Nt infraserv
— = " hochst

AMERICAN
invest CHOOSE BRISBANE LOND®@N [ POWER

& PARTNERS
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https://investinholland.com/
http://www.investsh.org.cn/
https://columbusregion.com/onecolumbus/
https://aeped.com/
https://www.businessfinland.fi/en/
https://www.investquebec.com/quebec/en/
http://www.choosebrisbane.com.au/corporate/brisbane-economic-development-agency?sc_lang=en-au
https://investinskane.com/en

COMPETITION FOR QUALITY FDI IS GLOBAL

@ NATIONAL Country level IPAs ~ 195
@ REGIONAL IPAs of states, provinces, regions etc. >1000

HHHE LOCAL IPAs of cities, towns, municipalities etc. >2000 -

16 589

greenfield

FDI projects
in 2025

< > SITE SEZs, free zones, industrial parks, ports etc. | >2(00( -
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COMPETITION FOR QUALITY FDI IS GLOBAL

Vietnam seeks to draw more FDI inflows into
semiconductors, Al

Many major companies from the US and the European Union (EU) are pouring more investment and building supply chains in
Vietnam, he stressed, noting that this reflects Vietham’s growing importance in global supply chains.

16/06/2025 05:26

SEMICONDUCTORS AND Al: SAUDI ARABIA AND THE UAE’S
BID TO BECOME TECH LEADERS

l a CHRISTOPHER HAMILL-STEWART

June 12, 2025
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https://en.vietnamplus.vn/vietnam-seeks-to-draw-more-fdi-inflows-into-semiconductors-ai-post321033.vnp
https://tamooda.com/semiconductors-and-ai-saudi-arabia-and-the-uaes-bid-to-become-tech-leaders/

WHAT DO INVESTORS WANT?

» Hard factors:
— Sites
— Utilities
— Infrastructure
— Workforce
— Incentives
 But also...
— Clear value added
— Certainty

— Feeling welcomed
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KEY SUCCESS FACTORS FOR ATTRACTING FDI

 Focus

« Distinct value proposition

« Effective support for investors

* Aligned stakeholders and community
 Local partners

 Long term approach
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QUESTIONS?

ANDREAS DRESSLER

fdi-center.com
ad@fdi-center.com
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